














Update on AZER Model Railroad - continued 

The turnouts and crossing were constructed with the aid of Clover House PCB (printed 
circuit board) tie strips. Others have shown this technique for turnouts using many more 
circuit board ties than I chose. I find that three circuit board ties are sufficient to hold the 
whole thing together and to power the rails correctly. The switch points are soldered to a 
Clover House P.C. Tie Low Contour Throw Bar Strip that is thinner than the ties and 
designed for this purpose. 

Caboose Hobbies switch throws will be used along with DCC Specialties Frog Juicers. I 
have recently been introduced to Frog Juicers and have seen how well they work to control 
power to frogs without shorting. I was going to use micro-switches but have decided to 
switch to Frog Juicers to power my frogs from now on. I am also using code 70 Shinohara 
switches that are not DCC compatible along with my hand laid turnouts and have found the 
frog juicers to be a necessity. 

The blue tubes shown in the photos are the packaging for ball point pens from many years 
ago. I'm guessing that I have saved them for about 50+ years. You never know what will 
come in handy at some time in the future. They are being used as drainage culverts and will 
be incorporated into the scenery when I reach that point. 

Next, I need to complete the wiring on Bowie yard and the track work into Safford, the next 
town up the line on the AZER. The fun never ends. 

For now, that's what I've been doing. Hope you enjoyed it." 

What's On Your \\tur kbench Wall 
By John Socha

One of the benefits of belonging to the Lakeshores Division (or any division) of the NMRA 
is seeing what other members are doing and getting ideas and encouragement. So when 
the 2020 NER convention went virtual, so did the layout tours. While watching the tour of 
Gordon and Jeanne Spalty's Maine & Western, Gordon mentioned having a Story Board 
on which was posted information about the railroad. They had gotten the idea from Jim 
Heidt of the Central NY Division. 
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