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Next Lakeshores Division Meet – January 19, 2013, Auburn, NY
Ed DeGan displayed his
FSM pile driver at the
NMRA Joint Meet of the
Lakeshores Division
and the Central New York
Division on January
15, 2011, in Auburn, NY.

The model railroad of Ned Spiller, MMR of Hammondsport, NY. Photo by Bruce Shepard. The
local freight switching in Mount Holly. The store is a modified Micro-Engineering kit built by Ned’s
daughter, Martha, over 20 years ago. The car is Ned’s first car, a 1954 Chevy.

News from the Division Superintendent - by Ray Howard
The Danby, Ludlow & Springfield Comes Home -
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News from the LSD “Super”
‘Tis the season… To get out the train for around the tree! Wish I
still had the Lionel set my Father gave when I was 6 years old.
Lots of news from National…
Donations for “The Magic of Scale Model Railroading”
Exhibit at the California State Railroad Museum continue to pour
in. Current pledge and donation totals are now over $200,000, but
the NMRA still needs to raise an additional $50,000 to meet the
$250,000 “matching challenge pledge” by an anonymous donor.
Hasea.com, the model railroad association located in China
which has aligned itself with the NMRA, has invited the NMRA
President and a few other NMRA officials to tour the new, highly
restricted Chinese High Speed Rail factory and facilities in
February. No foreign visitors have ever had the opportunity to
view these facilities before.
The Peachtree Express 2013 website has been updated, and
now lists all the planned prototype and general interest tours,
along with all layout tours. Visit www.nmra2013.org to view the
updates.
Bill Kaufman, Vice President of Special Projects, is
spearheading a new eBulletin concept – an electronic
communication sent by email to interested NMRA members on a
regular basis.
Upcoming events: The LSD will also be holding a combined
Winter Meet in Auburn with the CNY Division, Saturday, January
19. Morning session will at the Knights of Columbus Hall, 47
Market St., Auburn, NY. There will be clinics in the AM and layout
tours in the PM. We will have raffle for door prizes. Bring a
model/photo for the popular choice contests.
Best wishes to all of you for a joyous holiday season and a
wonderful New Year!

Advisory Board
Richard Wagner
1078 Atlantic Ave.
Rochester, NY 14609
(585) 654-6475
kcsdaddie@yahoo.com
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The Danby, Ludlow & Springfield Comes Home
Text and photos by Bruce Shepard
It was a beautiful mid October day. The sun was shinning, the temperature was in the seventies, and the fall
colors were in their full glory. And I was headed south to Hammondsport N.Y. to visit Ned Spiller, MMR and
his Danby, Ludlow and Springfield Railroad. Hammondsport is 64 miles from where I live, and to those who
are not model railroaders that might seem like a long way to go to see a model railroad. But that pales in
comparison to the distance the Danby, Ludlow and Springfield has traveled to get to Hammondsport. You
see, the DL&S began its existence in Atlanta GA. Then it was moved to Dallas, TX before eventually
reaching what will be its final home.
Nearing my destination, I drove south down the west side of Keuka Lake, around the southern tip, through the
picturesque village of Hammondsport then a short distance up the east side of the lake to Ned’s house. As
you pull down the driveway to the train room (it has its own entrance), you notice the spectacular view. Ned’s
house is situated atop a very large hill with a view of Hammondsport and the lake below. Break out the deck
chairs and pour me a glass of wine!
The layout is on the bottom level of the two story garage and the first thing you notice when you come into the
train room is how finished it looks. The room is neat and bright and the layout is well lit by lighting panels in
the drop ceiling.

The local frieght
switching at Mount Holly.
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The Danby, Ludlow and Springfield is set in Vermont, circa 1954. The seed of inspiration grew out of Ned’s
familiarity with the area from several vacations to the region. Then as fate would have it he ended up moving to
the area while working for the phone company. In fact, Danby was one of the central offices he serviced as part
of his job. You “could” say the layout began then and there as he gathered inspiration from and information about
the area. The DL&S is based on the area of the Rutland RR’s Bellows Falls subdivision which ran from Rutland
down to Bellows Falls. But his freelance version runs from Rutland to Springfield.
Ned began building the Danby, Ludlow and Springfield in 1988 while living in Atlanta. From past experience he
knew his career in the telephone industry could necessitate his having to relocate. So he built the layout in
movable sections that he could take with him if the need arose, rather than seeing all that hard work end up in a
dumpster. Ned has written several articles on the history of moving and rebuilding the layout for Rochester
Model Rails (you can search the back issues, index and archives for the articles – go to
www.OilCreekRailroad.com).
There are six original sections and three new ones he built after his 2006 move to the present location. The new
sections were inserted between the two ends of the original layout and give it a long section of rural main line
between Mount Holly and Ludlow, a new town currently under construction. The bench work is an open grid of 1
x 4s topped with a sub-roadbed of 1/2“ plywood and Homosote roadbed. The overall size of the layout is 23‘ x
16‘. Ned also painted the backdrop himself.

An eastbound thru passenger train, the Green Mountain Flyer, is
making its station stop in Springfield. The locomotive is a Bowser kit.
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Speaking of the backdrop, there is a small panel attached high on the backdrop with a schematic of the
hidden staging tracks. There are a series of red LEDs in the schematic that are activated by photo cell
sensors and show operators the location of their trains while in the hidden staging area. An auto stop feature
has the detectors operate a relay that cuts track power to stop a train at end of a staging track.
Ned is into operations and regularly host operating sessions for about a half dozen operators running a mix of
passenger and freight trains using car cards. He recently returned from a visit to his old stomping grounds in
Georgia, for a visit with family and friends. While there, he participated in a biannual operating weekend put
on by his old Friday night round robin modeling group. He operated in four separate sessions between Friday
night and Sunday morning including a model railroad group BBQ shoe horned in on Saturday night.

The yard switcher on the turntable in Springfield.
The turntable and roundhouse are both scratch built.
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The scenery on the DL&S is lush, green and hilly. The land forms are built up with layers of Styrofoam
insulation which is painted and covered and ground foam. The trees are a mix of puff ball trees on tooth picks
for background trees and foreground trees Ned makes from goldenrod armatures trimmed to shape, then
covered with stretched poly fiber and ground foam. Rock castings are painted and stained Hydrocal.

Track and turnouts on the old sections of the layout (except the hand laid track at the calcite mine) are Atlas
code 100 although he replaced some of the old Atlas turnouts with Peco because as Ned explains “ between
moving the layout twice and converting to DCC, the old Atlas turnouts got to be more trouble than they were
worth”. The new sections use Atlas code 83 track and turnouts. Because when he began his layout money
was tight, and they were available to him through his job, he used old telephone relays, which he could get for
free to power and throw the turnouts. There are several lift out sections of the scenery to provide servicing
access to the turnout relays.

Switching cars at the Vermont Marble Calcite Mine in South Wallingford.
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Because scratch building structures is my favorite part of the hobby I was gratified to learn Ned was also a
scratch builder. I was particularly impressed with his coal tower which is based on the one in North
Walpole NH. I initially assumed it was a Campbell or some other craftsman kit. But as I was to learn, it
was scratch built, from plans he drew, from a photo he took of the prototype in 1966. These were
supplemented by photos from the Internet.
As you explore the DL&S from one end to the other, there’s always something of interest wherever you
happened to look. From the marble quarry in South Wallingford, constructed from a built in plywood box
and using strips of shirt cardboard laminated to the box’s walls to represent layers of marble, to the sleepy
little backwoods hamlet of Mount Holly with its scratch built saw mill on the opposite end of the layout.
On the drive home I contemplated what I had seen and heard, as well as Ned’s hospitality. The obvious
conclusion is that it was worth the drive. It’s always worthwhile delving into the work of a modeler who
executes his vision of a time and place so beautifully. Ned has taken elements from his own experience
and what he has learned about a favorite prototype railroad and created his own version of that world.
That’s an accomplishment any modeler can be very proud.

Engine servicing facilities in the Springfield yard. The coal tower was scratchbuilt based
on the tower in the Boston & Maine RR’s North Walpole yard (the original location of
Steamtown). Ned can’t explain why there is a Bath & Hammondsport locomotive in
Vermont in 1954, but he likes it anyway.
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