


















Peppergrass Trees - Part II
by Richard Senges, MMR 

(Part 1 appeared on page 10 LSL, Vol 11, No 4, July 2021) 

After making 70 peppergrass trees, I have some "learnings" to share: 

1. When you procure your peppergrass (sold as Candy Tuff) from Michael's, try to get bunches 

that are not crushed, but are puffy. Also, buy the natural color and use your 40% off coupon.

2. When removing the large leaves in Step #2 (see part 1), use a sprue cutter, like the one sold 

by Micro Mark or The Tool Man. This makes a nice, clean, and close cut. Also, make sure you 

remove all the leaves, because doing it in Step# 11 (see part 1) is a pain! (Do NOT remove the small 

seed pods at the end of the plant.)

3. Step 4 (see part 1) is very important because this is where the tree is "formed". It is important 

here to make sure you like the look of the tree. Make sure the individual sprigs fit well together and 

the tree looks good to you. Once you tape the tree, you will not be able to rearrange the position 

of the sprigs.

4. When purchasing floral tape, it doesn't matter if you use green or brown, since you will be 

painting it completely with acrylic paints. Slightly stretch the tape when wrapping.

5. When wrapping the floral tape around the sprigs, start with a very small piece of tape. Position 

the sprigs exactly like you want them to look. Then complete the taping with a second or third 

piece of tape. Make sure the trunk shape is such that the bottom of the tree is bigger than the top.

6. Also, before completing the taping process, insert the wire in the bottom of the tree. I used 18 

gauge wire. While somewhat large for a very small tree, it generally works fine; I found 22 gauge 

was too small. I inserted the wire up into the sprig bundle to add additional support to the tree. 

Tacky glue to hold the wire in the tree.

7. When I sprayed with green paint (see Step# 7 in part 1), I used a somewhat darker green than 

the final color (see Step # 10 in part 1). Try to aim at the foliage, not the trunk or branches. I 

also used a special handle for spray cans sold by New London which made spraying much easier to 

control. This handle fits most all spray paint cans and is very nice to use. Another trick was not to 

completely cover all the natural foliage so that a small amount of the natural yellow peppergrass 

showed through. This gave the effect of lighter and darker colors.

8. When putting the acrylic paint on the trunk (See Step# 8 part 1), cover the tape with the paint 

so that the tape line does not show. You may have to put the paint on somewhat thick to do this. 

Also, creating the roots at this time is tricky as the roots tend to get crushed in handling the tree 

in the subsequent steps. Additional root material can be added in the last step if necessary. Also, 

taper the tree carefully so you like the final look of the trunk.

(Continued on page 11) 
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